Nutmeg Book Selection Committee Volunteer Form
Serving on a Nutmeg Book Selection Committee is a great experience. Before you make a decision about applying, however, there are several things that you need to take into consideration.
Serving on either committee is a huge commitment.  Each year the Intermediate Committee reads about 110 and 120 books while the Teen Committee reads about 80 titles (although they are often twice as long as the intermediate books!) The Book Selection Chairperson compiles the lists (usually about 30-35 books per list) and sends committee members the first list in December or early January, sometimes earlier. From the day you receive that first list you will be reading on the average of three books a week until next October.  That means 350 to 500 pages a week for 38 to 40 weeks.  Committee members are responsible for obtaining their own copies of the books. 

As a committee member you will be expected to read all the books on the lists, whether they suit your tastes or not.  This can be difficult.  If you don’t like a book right at the start you must at least give it a good try.  

Four to five meetings (the number is determined by the chair) are held during the selection process.  The Chairperson selects the sites, dates and times of the meetings.  Meetings are usually on a weeknight.  Depending on where you live, it could be a short or long drive (committee members are from all over the state.) Refreshments are on hand or you can bring your own snack.  **Please know attendance is an important part of the Selection Committee process. Members should plan to attend ALL THE MEETINGS.** At the meetings the merits of each book are discussed.  Lively debate is part of the process.  At the last meeting in late September or early October the committee stays until the final ten books are chosen, along with alternate titles.  It is the most important meeting and usually the longest.

The librarians and teachers on the committee are devoted to helping young people connect with quality fiction. If you have participated in the Nutmeg program in the past, you realize that the books you help to select will be read by many students across the state of Connecticut. You will express ideas and opinions that are your own and will make a valuable contribution to the selection of Nutmeg nominees.

Taking into account the above information, please decide if this is a challenge that you are suited for and if it is, please apply to be a volunteer!
Email the following form to:

Intermediate Chair:
Pamela Dear at dearp@guilford.k12.ct.us
Teen Chair:
Kristi Sadowski at ksadowski@coventryct.org 
Name ______________________________________________________

Address  ____________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

E-mail ______________________________________________________

Member of CLA(circle one)     Yes      No

Member of CASL(circle one)     Yes       No

Place of work ________________________________________________

Past Nutmeg experience at place of work(book clubs, classroom work etc.):

Are you willing to read up to 130 titles this year? (circle one)    Yes       No

Are you able & willing to attend 4 to 5 meetings this year? (circle one)   Yes       No

Which committee are you interested in volunteering on? (circle one)    

Intermediate                       Teen

Please write a short statement of interest about why you would like to be on a Nutmeg Book Selection Committee, including how you heard about the committees and what you would bring to the group.

Nutmeg Book Selection Committees are volunteer positions and filling out this form does not guarantee a position on a committee.

Thank you!

