The Wednesday Wars

By Gary D. Schmidt

1.
Q. When and where does this story take place?


A. In 1967 on Long Island.

2.
Q. What historic events take place during this story?


A. Lyndon B. Johnson is the U.S. President.  The Vietnam War is going on.  Martin Luther King Jr. is shot.  Bobby Kennedy is shot.

3.
Q. Why is Holling Hoodhood alone in Mrs. Baker’s class on Wednesday afternoons?


A. The Jewish kids in the 7th grade have Hewbrew school.  The Catholic kids have Catechism.  Holling is Presbyterian.

4.
Q. What is Mrs. Sidman’s career history at Camillo Junior High School?


A. Mrs. Sidman was a teacher who got sprayed by hair dye when using the drinking fountain.  Doug Swieteck’s 8th grade brother put hair dye in gum and stuck it to the water fountain so that when it was turned on, it sprayed the dye on Mrs. Sidman’s face.  She took a voluntary reassignment to the Main Administrative Office and later became Principal.  She showed the kids her moral courage when she carried the rats by the scruff of their necks out of the classroom.

5.
Q. Why does Holling’s Dad want him to stay on good terms with Mrs. Baker?


A. Mr. Hoodhood owns Hoodhood & Associates Architectural Firm and has bid on the new Baker Sporting Emporium owned by Mrs. Baker’s family.  Yes, he gets the contract. 

6.
Q. At the beginning of the story does Holling have a love-hate relationship with someone?


A. Yes, Meryl Lee Kowalski, the relationship matures and becomes even more tempered.

7.
Q. What were the names of the rats?


A. Caliban and Sycorax.

8.
Q. What happened to Mrs. Bigio’s husband?


A. He was killed in Vietnam.

9.
Q. What happened to the cream puffs?


A. Mrs. Bigio baked the first batch in the school cafeteria.  They got covered with chalk dust when Holling clapped the erasers.  Holling bough the second batch from Goldman’s Best Bakery.  These were eaten by the rats.  Mrs. Baker bough the third batch that the class did eat and enjoy.

10.
Q. What Holiday Surprise did Mrs. Baker treat to Holling, Danny Hupfer and Doug Swieteck?

A. New baseballs and mitts from Baker’s Sporting Emporium and playing ball with Horace Clarke and Joe Pepitone from the NY Yankees.  The boys also go tickets to Opening Day.

11.
Q. Why didn’t Mr. Guareschi close the school during the ice and snow storm?


A. So the kids could take the New York State Standardized Achievement Tests.

12.
Q. What part did Holling play?


A. Ariel, the fairy and had to wear yellow tights with white flowers on his butt.

13.
Q. How did Holling get involved in Long Island’s Shakespeare’s Company Holiday Extravaganza?


A. Mr. Goldman, the baker, was looking for a kid who knew Shakespeare.  Holling had been reading Shakespeare with Mrs. Baker on Wednesday afternoons.

14.
Q. Why didn’t Micky Mantle sign Holling’s baseball?


A. Holling was still dressed in his fairy costume and Micky Mantle said, “I don’t sign baseballs for kids in yellow tights.”

15.
Q. What was Heather’s Holling like?


A. She was a flower child and against the Vietnam War and rules such as the High School dress code.

16.
Q. What happened to Meryl Lee’s father’s architectural business, Kowalski & Associates?


A. Mr. Kowalski bid on the Camilla Jr. High School project.  But he changed his presentation.  Holling and Meryl Lee had gone out for Valentine’s Day and Holling had drawn his Dad’s plan on a napkin at Woolworth’s.  Meryl showed it to her father and he changed the interior of the school to Hoodhood’s open modern design.  Kowalski was a classical architect.  Kowalski withdrew his plan and was about to go bankrupt and leave Long Island.  The managers of Yankee Stadium were looking for a classical architect for their renovation project and Mrs. Baker told them about Kowalski.  He got the job and stayed on Long Island.

17.
Q. How was Holling’s Dad like Shylock from Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice?


A. Perhaps Mr. Hoodhood was trapped into acting the part of the Chamber of Commerce Business Man of the Year.  Perhaps he had envisioned another life for himself, but now felt obligated to live a life that others expected of him.

18.
Q. How are Holling and Meryl Lee like Romeo and Juliet?


A. They are children of families competing for the same job.  It is hard to care about their families’ source of income and each other.

19.
Q. Who lost her husband in the Vietnam conflict?


A. Mrs. Bigio.

20.
Q. What is Khesanh?


A. The U.S. Marine Corps Base in Vietnam.

21.
Q. What happened to Sycorax and Caliban?


A. The rats fell through the new ceiling tiles onto Mrs. Sidman’s lap when the School Board visited Mrs. Baker’s classroom.  Mrs. Sidman carried them by the back of their necks to a cage Mr. Vendleri had in the basement.

22.
Q. How did Holling make the Varsity cross country team?


A. Holling ran very fast because the rats were chasing him.  They had escaped from the cage.

23.
Q. How did the rats finally die?

A. They were run over by a school bus.

24.
Q. Who won the track meet?


A. Holling Hoodhood.

25.
Q. Why did Holling’s sister Heather run away?


A. To find herself.

26.
Q. How did Holling help his sister?


A. He wired her money for a bus to NYC and then picked her up at the bus station.

27.
Q. How did Holling stand up to his father?


A. When Mr. Hoodhood criticized Heather and asked her if she found herself, Holling said she found me. 
