Waiting For Normal
By Leslie Connor
1). Q. What did Dwight bring Addy from Lake George? 
      A. A pumpkin and a hamster.
2). Q. What did Addy name her hamster? 
     A. Piccolo
3). Q. Please describe Addy’s new house? 
     A.  It is a trailer. Everything in it is shrimpy. It has a tiny kitchen. Everything is 6 baby steps apart. It is on the corner of Freeman’s Bridge Road and Nott Street in Schenectady, New York.
4). Q. Where will Addy Sleep?
     A. On the bunk above the closet at one end of the trailer.
5).  Q. Where is Addy’s father?
       A.  He died before Addy turned 3 racing cigarette boats on the Mohawk River.
6). Q.What does Addy call her Mother? 
      A. Mommers
7). Q. What is the Luxury Suite?
      A.  Mommer’s room in the trailer.
8). Q. Why isn’t Addy going to live with Dwight?
      A. Dwight is her stepfather. Addy’s mother and step father have split up.
9). Q. Would Addy like to live with Dwight?
     A.  Yes, Addy misses her half sisters Brynna & Katie who are living with Dwight.
10). Q. Do you think Addy has a reading problem? 
        A. Yes, she steadies her letters with a 3 x 5 card and plays the flute by ear. She has been diagnosed with dyslexia.
11). Q. What instrument does Addy play?
      A. the flute.
12). Q. Is Soula sick? 
       A. Yes, she is always sitting down.
13). Q. Why does Addy have an uneasy feeling about her flute?
       A. It belongs to Borden School, where she attended before she moved to the trailer.
14). Q. Who cleans the trailer and does most of the cooking?
       A. Addy.
15). Q. Who is Grandio?
       A. Jack, Addy’s paternal grandfather.
16). Q. What is the loud clack-clack clacking noise outside the trailer?
       A. A train – their trailer is in front of a train track.
17). Q. Where does Addy like to hang out? 
       A. At the minimart across the street with Soula & Elliott.
18). Q. How is Ms Rivera helping Addie with the flute?
       A. Ms Rivera gives Addy her music early so she has time to assimilate it.
19). Q. What is Addy’s goal? 
        A. To make the stage orchestra.
20). Q. What did Dwight make for the girls to play with under the overpass? 
        A. A rope swing.
21). Q. How did Dwight make the swing?
        A. He tied a rope under the overpass and made a round seat from wood, sanded it, drilled a hole in the center, threaded the rope through the hole and double knotted the rope under the seat.
22). Q. Where did Dwight get a job?
       A. In Lake George – to renovate an old mansion and make it into an inn.
23). Q. What did this mean for Addy & Mommers?
       A. They wouldn’t be able to see Dwight, Brynna & Katie as often.
24). Q. Why did Soula vomit & loose her hair?
        A. From the chemotherapy treatment for her breast cancer.
25). Q. What happened to the money Dwight gave Mommers? 
       A. Mommers gave it to Pete for a business investment.
26). Q. Did Addy make the stage orchestra?
       A. Yes.
27). Q. What are the names of Addy’s school friends?
       A. Helena & Marissa.
28). Q. What does assimilate mean?
       A. To absorb or incorporate.
29). Q. Where did Grandio live?
       A. On a farm.
30). Q. Who were the Littles?
       A. Brynna and Katy, Addie’s half sisters.
31). Q. Did Addie perform in the winter concert?
       A. No.
32). Q. What happened to Addie’s flute?
       A. Addie left it on the steps of her old school, Borden School.
33). Q. How did the trailer catch on fire?
        A. Mommers had left a dirty frying pan full of oil on the stove. Addie wanted to make hot chocolate so put a pan of water on the stove to boil. Addie turned on the burner under the hot oil in the frying pan by mistake and the high heat made the oil burst into flames.
34). Q. Who is Mrs. Casey?
       A. Addie’s case worker from the Department of Youth & Family Services. 
35). Q. When Addie Wrote HERO in the car window about whom was she writing? 
       A. Soula.
36). Q. Who called the Department of Youth & Family Services about Addie?
      A. Soula
37). Q. Why did Soula die?
        A. Cancer
38). Q. Who was Mommers’ boyfriend and business partner?
        A. Pete
39). Q. What did Soula leave Addie?
        A. A goodbye letter and money for a second hand flute.
40). Q. What id Rick & Elliott buy Addie at the mall?
       A. A CD player and a tin whistle. They left instructions at the Instrument Shop to call when a second hand flute came in.
41). Q. At the end of the book, did Pete know that Mommers was expecting a baby?   A. Yes, Pete knew and he wanted to help.
42). Q. Did Mommers sign the adoption papers?
        A. Yes
43). Q. Did Mommers love Addie and the Littles? 
       A, Yes,
44). Q. Was Mommers a good mother?
        A. No, It was all or nothing.
45). Q. Who adopted Addie?
       A.  Dwight.
46). Q. What does Katie say when everyone is together?
       A. “All to home”.
 





  
 

  


  
