One-Handed Catch
By MJ Auch
1.  Q. When does this story take place?
A.  1945, right after World War II.
2. Q. How did Norm Schmidt loose his left hand?
A. In a meat grinder, grinding hamburger at his family’s grocery store.
3. Q. What did Dr. Ziegler tell Norm about playing baseball with one hand?
A.  Pete Gray was a one handed outfielder for the St. Louis Browns. Dr. Ziegler gave Norm a newspaper article about Pete Gray.
4.  Q. What instrument did Norm play in the band?
 A.  First he played the bass drum, then he moved on to the mellophone.
5. Q.  How many people were in Norm Schmidt’s family?
A.  4, Norm, his mother and father and little sister Ellie.
6. Q.  How did Norman excel at the Boy Scout Jamboree?
A.  At first aid. Norm made the kids’ injuries look real.
7. Q.  Why is Norm’s Mom so hard on him?
A.  So Norm will try harder to prepare for life with one hand.
8. Q.  After Norm went to Macy’s, why did he cry himself to sleep?
 A.  Because without his left hand he could not ride the Raleigh 3-speed racing bike because the gears and the brakes were on the left side of the handlebars.
9. Q.  Why is Leon always at Norm’s house?
A.  His mother died and his father and sister are always busy.
10. Q.  What does Carl have in his basement?
         A. A train set.
11.  Q.  Who built the train set?
A.  Carl’s Opa, his grandfather.
12. Q.  What car did Walter Schmidt, Norm’s father buy?
 A.  Mrs. Baumgartner’s car.
13. Q.  What happened to Norm when he was six?
A.  Norm backed a delivery truck into his father’s store.
14. Q. What did Norm get for Christmas?
15. A.  A paint set and a Raleigh bicycle, the gears and brakes were on the right.
16. Q.  What was Norm’s favorite baseball team? 
  A. The Giants.
17. Q.  What did Coach Locke, the gym teacher, buy for Norm?
          A.  A right handed glove.
18. Q.  How did Norm shave time off his baseball fielding?
   A. By running forward to meet the ball, not waiting for it.
19. Q. How did Norm, Carl & Leon make the Summer Baseball League?
   A. By working together, Carl helped Leon & Norm with their homework & they helped Carl improve his baseball game.



