No Talking

By Andrew Clements

1.
Q. Who were the unshushables?


A. The Fifth Grade Class at Laketon Elementary School, named this because they never shut up.

2.
Q. What did Mrs. Hiatt, the principal, use to keep order in the cafeteria?


A. A red bullhorn.

3.
Q. Why did Dave decide to stop talking for a day?


A. Dave had read that Mahatma Ghandi, the Indian leader, instrumental in freeing his country from the British Empire did not speak for one day each week to bring order to his mind.  Dave was wondering if not speaking would bring order to his mind.

4.
Q. How do the 5th grade boys and girls get along?


A. Not very well, neither the girls nor the boys had matured and used the words: dumb, gross, immature and annoying to describe each other.  They argued constantly.

5.
Q. What happened during David Packer’s and Lynsey Burgess’s oral report on India?


A. Dave coughed the entire time.

6.
Q. What was the contest?


A. No talking for an entire day, boys against girls.

7.
Q. Did the kids find ways to communicate?


A. Yes, with notes, nodding, hand gestures, eye rolling, burping, thumbs up, waves and smiles.

8.
Q. How did the 5th graders answer their teachers and other adults?


A. In 3 word sentences.

9.
Q. Where the 5th graders better behaved when quiet?


A. Yes.

10.
Q. Did all the teachers think silence and 3 word sentences were detrimental to learning?


A. No, Mr. Burton, the Language Arts teacher, thought that anything that got the unshushables quiet was a good idea.

11.
Q. What was Mr. Burton studying at the University?


A. Mr. Burton was taking a course in Human Development and thought that he could use this contest as the topic for his major research paper.  The classroom had become a language lab studying how children learn to use language.

12.
Q. How did Mr. Burton use the No Talking contest in his class?


A. Mr. Burton had the kids use 3 word sentences to create a story.  Mr. Burton also planned a writing day for his students during which they could only write.  They were not allowed to use 3 word sentences.

13.
Q. Why did Mrs. Hiatt apologize to Dave?


A. For yelling at him in the cafeteria.  Mrs. Hiatt had come to realize that the silence allowed the kids to think, to bring order to their minds and was not detrimental to learning.  Things did not have to return to the previous “normal”.

14.
Q. Do you think Lynsey liked Dave at the end of the story?  How do you know?


A. Yes, because Lynsey made a little speech so the girls’ number of spoken words would be the same as the boys’.  The contest would end in a tie.  No one would have an L on the foreheads for loser.
