The London Eye Mystery 
By Siobhan Dowd

1.
Q. Where does this story take place?

A. London.
2.
Q. What is the London Eye?

A. A large ferris wheel in London located by the Thames River, with enclosed capsules of glass and steel that can hold up to 20 people.  It is designed like a bicycle wheel and supported by a massive A frame. You can see 25 miles in all directions.  It takes ½ hour to go a full circle.
3.
Q. What was Mr. Spark’s job?

A. He was a demolition expert.
4.
Q. What was Mrs. Spark’s job?

A. She was a nurse.
5.
Q. What were the Barracks?

A. The Barracks was The Barrington Heights Tower, a housing project ridden with gangs, drugs and crime.  The tenants had been moved to better places because the Barracks had become a “sick” building and was being demolished by Mr. Spark.
6.
Q. What is Ted’s hobby?  It is what Ted wants to study when he grows up.

A. Meteorology. 
7.
Q. How does Ted explain his “different” behavior?

A. Ted says that his brain has a different operating system.  Ted doesn’t understand human emotions, but he is learning about them from his teacher Mr. Shepherd and language to read body language.
8.
Q. Siobhan Dowd lived in Oxford, England.  She used some English words and expressions which are new to us.  Please give some examples:

A. Fags- cigarettes, lift-elevator, torch-flashlight, mate-friend, mosher- cool dude, lilo- cot.
9.
Q. How do you feel about Ted’s sister Kat?

A. She isn’t always nice to Ted.
10.
Q. Where was Aunt Gloria moving?

A. To New York City to work as a museum curator.
11.
Q. Does Salim want to move to NYC?

A. NO 
12.
Q. Where was Salim’s father?

A. Rashid, an Indian medical doctor, was divorced from Salim’s mother and too busy to care for Salim.
13.
Q. What is the Coriolis Effect?

A. A variable altering a course.  It can’t be seen or touched but it exists.  Things deflect off of it.  The Barracks was Salim’s Coriolis. 
14.
Q. Who figured out Salim’s disguise escape plan?

A. Ted Sparks, Salim’s cousin.
15.
Q. Who wore the Frontline Security T-shirt?

A. Christy Flood, Marcus’ brother.
16.
Q. Who traded clothes with Salim on the London Eye?

A. Marcus Flood.
17.
Q. What gave Salim and Marcus Flood the runaway in a disguise idea?

A. Shakespeare’s play, The Tempest.  They had acted in the play at school, Marcus had been Miranda and Salim had been Ferdinand.
18.
Q. How did Salim exit the London Eye without being recognized by his cousins?

A. Salim was wearing Marcus’ Miranda costume, a pink fluffy jacket and long dark wig.
19.
Q. Where did the Sparks finally find Salim?

A. Locked in the Barracks, the day before the demotion was scheduled to take place.
20.
Q. What do Kat and Ted decide to get as their rewards from Aunt Gloria for finding Salim?

A. Ted a weather watch, Kat a hair cut and highlighting at Hair Flair.
21.
Q. Why do you think that people listen when Kat talks but not when Ted talks?

A. Because Ted is so factual and detailed when he speaks, it is a little boring.
22.
Q. At the end of the story, Salim affectionately called Ted a neek.  What does neek mean?


A. It was a combination of nerd and geek and was now short for unique.
23.
Q. At the end of the story did Salim change his mind about moving to New York City?

A. Yes, Salim wanted to give New York a six month trial period.
