Iron Thunder: The Battle Between the Monitor & The Merrimac

By Avi 

1.
Q. When and where does this story take place?


A. In 1861 during the Civil War.  The Monitor is built in a Brooklyn, New York shipyard and wages war against the Merrimac in Hampton Roads, Virginia.

2.
Q. Why does 13 year old Tom Carroll have to go to work?


A. To help his Mother support their family as his father has just been killed fighting for the Union in the Civil War.

3.
Q. Does his mother have a job?


A. Yes, doing laundry for the officers at the Brooklyn Naval Yard.

4.
Q. Who is Dora?


A. Tom’s 17 year old sister who does washing when she is up for it, but is often sick coughing and spitting up blood. Tuberculosis?

5.
Q. Where does Tom get a job?


A. Rowland’s Continental Iron Works.  It pays $0.75/week.

6.
Q. What is Captain John Ericsson building?


A. An ironclad ship, Ericsson’s Floating Battery called the Monitor.

7.
Q. What ship would the Monitor fight?


A. The Merrimac.

8.
Q. What had ships been made of before the ironclads, the Merrimac and the Monitor?


A. Wooden ships with sails.

9.
Q. What were some nicknames for the Floating Battery?


A. Ericsson’s Folly, a Floating Pot, and Iron Coffin.

10.
Q. What were people afraid would happen to an iron clad ship?


A. It would sink.  The Merrimac retreated.

11.
Q. Why wouldn’t the Monitor sink?


A. Displacement.


Q. Explain displacement.


A. When you put a ship in water, it pushes aside or displaces water.  Pushing aside that water makes the water that is pushed aside push up the ship with its own force.  The force of the object pressing down cannot be greater than the force of the water pushing up or it will sink.  A solid block of iron would sink, but the Monitor being full of air that is less dense that water will make it float.

12.
Q. Who was the Captain of the Monitor?


A. John Worden.

13.
Q. Why does Ogden Quinn follow Tom and treat him to supper?


A. Mr. Quinn is a Rebel spy for the Confederacy.  He is trying to find out about the Monitor.

14.
Q. Who helped protect Tom from the Rebel spies?


A. Garrett Falloy and Tom’s neighborhood friends.

15.
Q. Who won the Epic Battle between the Monitor and the Merrimac?


A. People tell it differently, but the Union Naval Blockade was defended and the Merrimac retreated.

16.
Q. Did the Monitor sink?


A. NO.
