Night of the Howling Dogs

By Graham Salisbury

1.
Q. Where are Casey and Dylan going?


A. They are going on a Boy Scout overnight to Halape, on the Big Island of Hawaii, to camp on a small beach below a volcano.

2.
Q. What is the name of the volcano?


A. Mauna Loa.

3.
Q. How many were going on the trip and what were their names?


A. 2 adult Scout leaders: Reverend Paia and Mr. Bellows 


     8 Scouts: Casey and Dylan, Mike and Louie, Tad and Zach, Sam and Billy

4.
Q. How did Mr. Bellows know Louie?


A. Mr. Bellows was a policeman and it was his business to know people in his district.  Also both men had been marines.

5.
Q. How old were the boys?


A. Between 11 and 15 years old.

6.
Q. What is an SPL?


A. Senior Patrol Leader. Dylan was the Troop SPL.

7.
Q. Where was Dylan’s dad?


A. Dylan’s dad was at sea.  He was a big ship skipper and took freighters across the world.

8.
Q. Where had Dylan first seen Louie Domingo?


A. When Dylan was in fifth grade, he had been riding his bike through the middle school baseball field.  Dylan saw a bigger kid rip something out of Louie’s pocket and beat him up.  After the bigger kid left, Louie was embarrassed that Dylan had seen the fight and chased Dylan yelling, “I’ll get you.”

9.
Q. What did Casey and Dylan see when they got out of the van to start hiking?


A. Two dogs: one big and dark, the other smaller and white.

10.
Q. Where did Mr. Bellows meet Louie?


A. Living in a deserted warehouse on a bug infested mattress, BUT still going to school.  Louie’s parents were depressed.

11.
Q. Who is Fred?


A. A small shark who actually PROTECTED swimmers.

12.
Q. What did the cowboys tell the Scouts about the dogs?


A. That the small white dog was Pete, a ghost from Hawaiian folklore,  who was warning the Scouts that something was about to happen.

13.
Q. What did Louie like to do with his knife?


A. Throw it into a coconut tree.

14.
Q. What causes a tsunami or tidal wave?


A. A volcanic eruption or earthquake.

15.
Q. What tragedy did occur at Halape?


A. An earthquake that measured 7.2 and was followed by a tsunami tidal wave.  Halape was then almost all under water.

16.
Q. What is brackish water?


A. Half fresh water and half sea or salt water.  The water in the Crack was brackish.

17.
Q. Dylan finally asked Louie: who had beat him up many years ago?


A. It had been his older brother who beat him and took back his switch blade.  Louie’s brother was in jail for fighting and stealing now.  Back then, he had not wanted Louie to grow up like him.

18.
Q. What does it mean to hobble a horse?


A. To tie a horse’s front legs together so it cannot run away.

19.
Q. Did the Scouts and cowboys survive the earthquake and tsunami?


A. Yes, with a multitude of broken bones and cuts.  Two horses died.

20.
Q. What kid of shoes did Louie and Dylan wear as they searched for help?


A. They covered their feet with strips of cloth from their t-shirts.

21.
Q. Who told the Scouts about the legend of Pele?


A. Masa, one of the cowboys.


Q. Do you believe it?


A. YES.

22.
Q. Who rescued the Scouts and cowboys?


A. A Coast Guard helicopter?

23.
Q. Who was in the helicopter?


A. Dylan’s dad.
