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Q.  What reminds Kek of home?

A.  An old cow, Kek’s people were herdsmen.  Kek’s father raised cattle.

Q.  Who does Kek live with in Minnesota?

A.  His Aunt Nyatal and his cousin Ganwar.  His father & brother were killed in the war.  His mother is missing in Africa.

Q.  What is a refugee?

A.  A person who has fled their home country because of war & violence.

Q.  What did Kek’s cousin Ganwar lose in the war?

A.  Ganwar lost his hand.

Q.  What kind of personality does Kek have?

A.  Kek is optimistic; Kek finds sun when the sky is dark.

Q.  How is this story written?

A.  In the first person, the voice of Kek, in free verse.

Q.  How is Minnesota different from Africa?

A.  There is snow, It is cold out, the don’t move belt (car seatbelt), stairs, lock your door, light switch, thermostat keeps Kek warm (not the sun), TV machine, sitting place.

Q.  What class is Kek in?

A.  5th grade, Kek is in an ESL, English as a Second Language Class.  Kek and his classmates are learning English together.  16 people speaking 12 different languages.

Q.  Does Kek like school?

A.  Yes.

Q.  What does Kek eat for the first time in the school cafeteria?

A.  French fries.

Q.  Does Kek’s Mother come to America?

A.  Yes, at the end of the book she arrives at the Minnesota airport.  Mama is wearing a scarf of a soft blue and yellow fabric.

Q.  Who is Kek’s friend in America?

A.  A white girl named Hannah.

Q.  What does Kek carry in his pocket to remind him of his mother?
A.  A blue and yellow piece of cloth torn from her dress the last time he saw her.

Q.  What does Kek name the cow?

A.  Gol, it means family.

Q.  Why does Kek feel guilty?

A.  Because he is alive and his brother and father are dead. Now he has so many things in America when there is so little back in Africa.  Kek has a desk at school, plenty of food and new clothes.

Q.  Where does Kek’s aunt work?

A.  At a nursing home.

Q.  What happens to Kek’s Aunt’s dishes?

A.  They break when Kek washes them in the washing machine.

Q.  What does Kek buy at the store with the money from his job?

A.  Dishes for his aunt and a silver heart for Hannah.  It is Valentine’s Day.

Q.  Where does Kek get a job?

A.  At Lou’s farm.  Ganwar gets a job there too.

Q.  Why does Lou sell the farm?

A.  Her husband died and it is hard for her to keep it up on her own.  She has hospital bills to pay off.  Lou has had a good offer.  Then she sprains her ankle.

Q.  Why does Kek stop working at the farm?

A.  Because he can’t bear to lose anything else.  Ganwar keeps working.  He is older and understands disappointments.

Q.  What happens to Gol when Lou sells the farm?

A.  Gol goes to a petting zoo.

Q.  Where does Kek go when he runs away?

A.  Back to Lou’s farm to Gol.  Americans don’t understand the love for a cow.
