Eleven

By Patricia Reilly Giff

1.
Q. Why does Sam think that he does not belong with Mack?


A. Sam snuck into his attic, he was looking for his birthday gifts and saw a newspaper clipping with his picture and the words Sam Bell-missing.

2.
Q. Why didn’t Sam read the entire newspaper article?


A. Sam couldn’t read well. He had a learning disability.

3.
Q. Where are Sam’s parents?


A. His father Luke died in the army and his mother, Lydia, of a heart problem.

4.
Q. How does Mack earn a living?


A. Woodworking.

5.
Q. Who are Anima and Onji?


A. Sam’s grandfather’s friends and neighbors.  Onji ran a delicatessen and Anima ran an Indian restaurant.

6.
Q. Which classmate did Sam ask to read the newspaper article to him?


A. Caroline, the new girl in his class.

7.
Q. What Middle Ages project did Mrs. Stanek assign to Sam?


A. To build a castle.

8.
Q. Why did Mrs. Stanek give Sam this project?


A. Sam knew how to work with wood better than he could read, write, or spell.  Mrs. Stanek asked Caroline to keep a journal of their castle project.

9.
Q. Why does Caroline move so often?


A. Her father is an artist and her mother is a sculptor.

10. 
Q. Where are the 1,000 Islands?


A. In the Saint Lawrence Seaway, the river that forms part of the border between the U.S. and Canada. 

11.
Q. Why did Sam live for 2 months in the Children’s Home?


A. When his mother died, Mack was in Florida and could not be found.

12.
Q. What does “eleven” refer to in this story?


A. Many things: Sam was eleven years old, the address of the children home was Eleventh Street, 2 chimneys look like an 11, 2 ship masts look like an 11.

13.
Q. What happened to Mack’s sailboat?


A. It crashed against the rocks in a storm the night Mack took Sam from the Children’s Home.

14.
Q. Now that Sam knows the whole story and now that Mack knows Sam knows, what do they decide to do?



A. Build a sailboat.
