Elephant Run

By Roland Smith

1.
Q. Why did Nick Freestone go to Burma to live with his father, Jackson?


A. This story takes place during WWII.  Nick had been living in England with his mother.  His stepfather, Bernard, was on a secretive U.S. army mission in France.  The Germans bombed Nick’s English apartment building and his mother decided the war was getting too close and sent Nick to Burma.

2. 
Q. What is Hawk’s Nest?


A. The main house of the Freestone family teak plantation in Burma.

3.
Q. Was Burma free of the dangers of WWII?


A. No, the Japanese had invaded Burma which was under British rule.  The Japanese were closing in on the Freestone Teak Plantation and eventually took it over and made Hawk’s Nest their headquarters while they built an airfield.
4.
Q. What is a mahout?


A. An elephant trainer.  Elephants were essential to the teak plantation for dragging timber and providing transportation in the jungle.

5.
Q. In the 1940’s, when this story takes place, can women be mahouts?


A.  No, but Mya wishes to be a mahout as her brother, Indaw, is.
6.
Q. Who is Mya’s favorite elephant?


A. Miss Pretty

7. 
Q. At the end of the book, whom did Mya name Miss Pretty?


A. Her Australian camel.

8.
Q. Are the mahouts loyal to Nick’s father, Jackson Freestone?


A. No, Magwe and his brother, Bukong, think they would be better off under Japanese occupation.

9. 
Q. Whom did Hannibal attack?


A. Bukong, the mahout who is now a house servant and Nick when he first arrived in Burma.

10.
Q. Who is Hannibal?


A. The elephant Nick’s Dad was catching the day Nick was born.

11. 
Q. Why does Hannibal wear an iron bell?


A. To warn people of his approach.  Hannibal was attached by a tiger and now their scent infuriates him and he is wary of humans.

12. 
Q. Who is Mya’s great grandfather?


A. A Buddhist monk named Hilltop who is at least 100 years old and knows the secret language of elephants.

13.
Q. Nick’s mother warned him about the Freestone blood.  What was she talking about?


A. That Freestone men were quick tempered and hot blooded.

14.
Q. Where did Nick’s father hope to send Nick and Mya before the Japanese invasion?


A. To Captain Singh in India and then on to Australia where it would be safe to wait out the war.

15. 
Q. Where did the Japanese soldiers set up headquarters in Burma?


A. At Hawk’s Nest.

16.
Q. What is the name of the Japanese Colonel there?


A. Colonel Nagayoski who had a son Nick’s age.

17.
Q. After the Japanese invation what happened to Nang,  Indaw, and Mya?


A. Nang was killed by the Japanese, Indaw was sent to a Japanese work camp and Mya is living at Hawk’s Nest as a servant since the death of her aunt, TinTin.

18.
Q. Who wants to marry Mya?


A. Bukong, Magwe’s brother, who had his leg crushed by Hannibal and could no longer work as a mahout.  Bukong was sympathetic to the Japanese.  He had never forgiven Jackson Freestone or Hannibal for the accident.

19.
Q. What purpose did the fireplaces in Hawk’s Nest serve?


A. It was too hot for a fire in Burma.  The fireplaces hid secret doors to a labyrinth of passage ways behind the walls and listening tubes for overhearing conversations.  Sergeant Major, Nick’s grandfather had been a suspicious and cautious man.

20.
Q. Why did Nick’s Mother and Bernard leave England?


A. Bernard asked for a military transfer to Indian when he found out the Japanese occupied Hawk’s Nest.  Bernard was also an operative in the U.S. overthrow of the Japanese.

21.
Q. How were Mya and Nick disguised for their escape from Hawk’s Nest with Hilltop?


A. They were disguised as novice monks with shaved heads and eyebrows and dressed in orange robes.

22.
Q. What is the name of the fierce Burmese mountain tribe dedicated to destroying the Japanese?


 A. The Kachins.
23.
Q. What advice had the Sergeant Major, Nick’s grandfather, handed down to his son and grandson?


A. Family is the only thing that matters.

24.
Q. How did Jackson Freestone escape from the Japanese prisoner of war camp?


A. Jackson was buried alive by Sonji and breathed through a bamboo cross.  Nick, Mya, Indaw and Hilltop dug him up.

25.
Q. Where did Hilltop plan to take his party of escapees?


A. To the Umphang Monastery in Thailand.  It was too far to travel on foot so he planned for them to ride on Hannibal.

26.
Q. How did Captain Moto find Hilltop and his party?


A. Captain Moto followed the tracks of Kya Lei.

27. 
Q. How did Bernard Culpepper, Nick’s stepdad, help in the rescue?


A. Bernard had been sent by the U.S. army to help the Burmese Kachin guerillas destroy the Japanese airfield.

28.
Q. Where did Bernard take Jackson, Nick, Hilltop, Mya and Indaw?


A. To India by way of the Bay of Bengal in a submarine to meet Nick’s mom.

29.
Q. Why didn’t Hilltop go to India in the submarine?


A. Hilltop said he wanted to take care of Hannibal and die in Burma.

30.
Q. Where did Nick and his Dad go after India?


A. They settled in Alice Springs, Australia, on a cattle station.

31.
Q. Where did Mya go?


A. To the cattle station where she was allowed to train horses and ride a camel, whom she named Miss Pretty.

32.
Q. Who do you think will get married?


A. Nick and Mya.
