Chains

By Laurie Halse Anderson

1.
Q. When does this story take place?


A. During the Revolutionary War, between 1776 and 1777.

2.
Q. Why weren’t Isabel and Ruth set free when their owner Mary Fitch died?

A. Mary Fitch had requested that the girls be freed upon her death in her will.  Mary Fitch’s nephew said there was no will and sold the girls to the Locktons.  He wanted the money.

3.
Q. Why did Isabel take such good care of Ruth?


A. Ruth had fits.  Today we call this condition epilepsy.

4.
Q. Where did their sale or slave auction take place?


A. Rhode Island.

5.
Q. Where did the Locktons take Isabel and Ruth?


A. To New York City.  The Locktons also had a home in Charleston, which is now in South Carolina.

6.
Q. Who asked Isabel to spy for the patriot cause?


A. Curzon.

7.
Q. Who let the patriot cause?


A. George Washington.

8.
Q. Did the Patriots help the slaves?


A. No, Isabel and Curzon were not rewarded for helping the Revolution’s cause.

9.
Q. Did Mrs. Lockton sell Ruth?


A. No, she could not find a buyer so she sent her to Charleston.  Madame was afraid to keep her at home because of her fits.  She thought the fits were the work of the devil.

10.
Q. Why did Isabel run away?


A. To look for her baby sister, Ruth.

11.
Q. What did the I branded on Isabel’s cheek mean?


A. It stood for Insolence.  This was a common punishment for runaway slaves during colonial times.

12.
Q. Who showed some kindness to Isabel in the Lockton household?


A. Lady Seymour.

13.
Q. Why?


A. When Lady Seymour’s house caught on fire, Isabel helped Lady Seymour to safety and saved a picture of her husband.

14.
Q. How did Curzon and Isabel get to the Jersey shore?


A. In a rowboat.  
