Alphabet of Dreams
by Susan Fletcher
1. Q.  When and where does this story
take place?
    A.   In the First Century in Persia & Judea.
2.  Q.    Why are Ramin-Mitra and Babak living in the City of the Dead?
       A. Their father challenged King Phraates. Mitra and Babak escaped with only their lives when soldiers of the king attacked their home. The City of the Dead is a series of caves where the poorest of the poor, the destitute, broken and mentally ill have found a home in the city of Rhagae. 
3.  Q. Why is Mitra pretending to be Ramin?
       A.  Ramin is a boy’s name. Mitra has cut her hair and donned male clothing. Living as a beggar, frequenting the market place, a boy has more freedom so Mitra has pretended to be one.
4.   Q. Who is Zoya?  
      A.  A former midwife, now living in the caves of the City of the Dead, Zoya befriends Ramin-Mitra and Babak. Also, for a share of the profit, Zoya has made herself the negotiator between Babak, Ramin-Mitra and the dream seekers.
5.   Q. What are Babak’s dreams?
        A.  Babak dreams of things that will happen to people if he sleeps on something that belongs to them, a hat, a veil, a blanket. Babak can dream of the future.
6.   Q.  Who is Suren?  
      A.  The older brother of Ramin-Mitra and Babak- gone to work in a caravan bound for Susa to find the gold coins their father buried in their homeland.
7.  Q.  At the end of the story, how does Mitra know that her mother, father and Suren are dead?
      A.  Mitra has a dream of her parents and brother Suren. In the dream they are standing together and her grandmother comes and kisses each of them.
8.  Q.  Who are the eyes and ears of the king?
     A.  Strong, menacing soldiers dressed as merchants now looking for Babak.
9.  Q.  Where doe Ramin-Mitra want to go? Where does she believe that her beautiful mother has found safety?
     A.  In Palmyra. Dream-seekers are paying Babak for his dreams, Mitra is saving to book passage on a caravan to Palmyra. Palmyra is very deep into the Roman Territory.
10.  Q. Why would King Phraates be interested in Suren, Ramin-Mitra and Babak?
      A.  Because their father plotted to overthrow Phraates and take the crown for himself.
11.  Q.   Where is Vardan, their father?
      A.   They have heard that he is dead.
12.  Q.   Who is Shirak?  A. Babak’s kitten.
13.  Q.   What did Babak dream for the Magus Melchior?  
      A.   Two stars dancing, near then apart, 3 times. Melchior had attended upon King Phraates but had caused offense and been expelled.
14.  Q.  Why did Zoya take the children to the Magus? Had Zoya done them a favor?
         A.  Yes, the Magus was a powerful man who could keep them safe.
15.  Q.  What was Ramin-Mitra’s personality flaw? How old is she in the story?
         A.  Stubbornness, you couldn’t tell her anything.
16.  Q.  Did Babak go willingly to the Magus?
         A.  No, Zoya sold him, and Ramin-Mitra followed to care for her baby brother.
17.  Q.  Why would the Magus want Babak?
      A.  Because of Babak’s ability to see the future in his dreams.
18.  Q.   What is a Magus?
         A.  A Wise Priest, a servant, of the Wise God, Ahura Mazda. He believes that dark is evil and light is good and that good thoughts, words and deeds lead to Paradise.
19.  Q. What did the Magi’s Star-taker look like?
         A. A bronze disc with a flat bronze bar riveted to the center and a ring attached to the top. All around the edges were rows of tiny etched marks and figures.
20.  Q.  Who is Pacorus?
        A.  The 8th son of a merchant and noble woman. He is a scribe and has ambitions to be a priest but must serve Melchior for 3 years.  Pacorus hopes that Melchior will honor his promise.
21.  Q.  At the end of the story does Pacorus become a priest?
      A.  Pacorus is on his way. He goes to study with Gaspar. Melchior has released him.
22.  Q.  Why did Ramin- Mitra and Babak go with the juggler Pirouz?
      A.   They thought that Pirouz would bring them to their older brother Suren.
23.  Q.  How did Ramin-Mitra and babak escape from Pirouz?
      A. In the qanat.
24.  Q.  Whom did Ramin-Mitra and babak meet in the qanat? 
      A.  Koosha
25.  Q.  What star were the Magi studying?
         A.   Not a single star but 2 wanderers, close together – a conjunctin – as in Babak’s dream near – apart.  One signified protector of the Jews. The other the birth of a king or great personage.
26.  Q.  What led the Magi to Jerusalem?
         A.  They followed the stars.
27.  Q.  What token did Melchior take from Herod?
                a purple tassel.
28.   Q.  What did Babak dream with the tassel?
          A.  Herod is a King of death, blood & weeping.
29.   Q.  Why didn’t the Magi tell Herod the location of the Baby in Bethlehem?
          A.   Because of Babak’s dream. Because the stars foretold of the  birth of a king or great personage, because the baby was not kin to Herod and there was no room for 2 kings. The Magi were afraid that Herod would harm the Baby. It was important for the Baby to live.
30.   Q.  Who would bring Mitra and Babak to Palmyra?
       A.   Balthazaar offered to bring them, but Melchior said that he would like to deliver them. When they got there , they found that their family was not there.
31.  Q.  Who became Mitra’s friend?
         A.    The Bethlehem woman who applied healing herbs to Babak’s bloody chin. Mitra saved Hannah’s baby from Herod’s soldiers and then went to live and work with Hannah’s sister Leah at a caravansary.
32.  Q. What did Balthazaar say of the birth of the new king in Bethlehem?
     A.  “It has more to do with the heart. The humbleness of this birth may be the very crux of the matter.”
33.   Q.  What do the words Alphabet of Dreams come to mean to Mitra?
          A.  p. 380…One might know a man from his dreams.  That dreams, like stars, might make up an alphabet, a pattern of signs through which we might read the pulses of his heart, the temper of his soul.”
34.   Q.  What are the names of the 3 Magi?
       A.   Melchior, Gaspar and Balthazaar.
35.  Q.  Who took Mitra to be his wife?
        A.   Koosha who had rescued Mitra and Babak in the qanat. Koosha had always known that Mitra was a girl.
36.  Q.  Do you know the story of the Holy Innocents in the Book of Matthew from the New Testament of the Bible?
        A.  Herod had all jewish male babies slaughtered to try to kill the baby to whom the wise men were led by the star. 
  

 

   

         
   
