Attack of the Turtle Ideas from Mary of Branchville Elementary in Ridgefield

 Discuss the main character’s personality traits and discuss how it changes over time and even generalizes to his social life. 

 

 Ask what parts do you think are fact in the story versus fiction.  If you have a copy of Bushnells Submarine: The Best Kept Secret of the American Revolution by Lefkowitz, pull it out and tell them that it is a NONFiction telling of the same story.  You might be able to verify some facts using that book, or if you have colonial nonfiction available they could search other facts that are consistent or inconsistent with the time period. 

 

Why do you think the author included battle scenes and camp scenes in the story when they aren’t directly connected to the “Turtle’s” work?

 

Were you disappointed that the “Turtle” wasn’t successful?  Is this a happy ending? An ending you expected?
What other strategies could you think of to sink the British ships? If they had been successful, how do you think it could have changed the war?

 

If you could ask David Bushnell one question, what would it be?

 

Do you think you’d be brave enough to get into the “Turtle”?

 

Did you notice there was no mention of actions for the war by women in the story, is that probably historically correct?

 

Have a CT/NY map available and trace the route.

 

Where do you think the author got his/her information to write the book? What kind of documents were available and where do you go to use them?

