Book discussion Questions for:  Shakespeare’s Secret by Elise Broach

1.  At the beginning of the book, Hero is thinking about going to a new school, and how difficult it is going to be.  It says “’Blending in’ was completely different than ‘fitting in.’  It was the difference between camouflaging yourself in the forest and actually being one of the trees.’” (p. 7) What does she mean by this?  Is she right?

2.   Why do you think the author decided to have the main character named Hero?  Do you think parents would really choose a name like that for their child, even if they loved Shakespeare?  

3.  When Mrs. Roth asks her if she has read the play her name is from, Hero says she has not.  The book says:  “[Shakespeare] was her father’s specialty.  As far as Hero was concerned, it belonged to him completely.  In families, things seemed to get sorted out that way.  It was like choosing tokens in a board game.  Her father got Shakespeare.  Beatrice got popularity.   Her mother got good humor.  You could never have two people share the same token.  That would be too confusing.”  (p. 16)  Do agree with this idea?  Why or why not?  What do you think your “token” would be?
4.  Mrs. Roth tells Hero that she believes Mr. Murphy chose their family to buy the house on purpose.  Do you think she is right?  Do you think Mr. Murphy wanted the diamond to be found?  Do you think Mr. Murphy knew about the connection between Shakespeare and Eleanor’s ancestors?
5.  Hero’s father tells her that there are three reasons why people do not believe that Shakespeare wrote the plays.  1.  He wasn’t well educated, but the plays depend on knowledge of a wide range of subjects.  2.  At Shakespeare’s death he was not acknowledged despite the fame of his plays.  3.  There are no surviving books or manuscripts, and the six signatures are all spelled differently.  What do you think?  Is this enough to convince you that Shakespeare didn’t write the plays himself?

6.  Why do you think Hero chooses not to let Beatrice in on the secret of the Murphy diamond?

7.  While talking about Hero being bullied at school, Danny says:  “My dad always says, some people will treat you badly and you can’t help that.  But how you handle it, and how it makes you feel, that’s up to you.” (p. 59)  What do you think about that idea?

8.  Why do you think Hero ends up telling Danny about the search for the diamond?  

9.  The book says “Hero realized that if she’d had a really good friend to talk to, she would have told the friend about the Murphy diamond.  Instead, she told Danny Cordova.  And because she told him, suddenly it seemed that he must be her friend.  It was mixed up.  Usually, you confided in someone because you trusted the person. But she was trusting someone because she had confided in him.”  (p. 95) What do you think of this idea?  Was she right to trust him?  Do you think she would have confided in him if Mrs. Roth didn’t trust him?

10.  When Danny decides to go to the police station to try to read the file on the diamond, Hero knows it is wrong and dangerous.  She doesn’t seem to generally be someone who would do such a thing.  Why do you think she does it?

11.  When Hero finally finds out what Danny did to get suspended, it turns out that he pushed a teacher while defending a student.  His father, the police Chief didn’t really punish him, either.  What does this tell us about Danny?  About his father?
12.  Why do you think Danny becomes friends with Hero?

13.  Danny and Hero lie to the police Chief about why they are in his office.  Do you find it believable that Hero is able to pick up on the lie so effectively?  Do you find it believable that Danny’s dad doesn’t realize that they are lying to him?

14.  Why is Hero so angry that Mrs. Roth didn’t tell her that she was Mr. Murphy’s ex-wife?

15.  At school, when the kids find out that Hero is hanging out with Danny, Hero considers denying it.  Why doesn’t she just admit to it, and hope it will get her some status?  Why does it become something else to get teased about?

16.  When Hero finally asks Mrs. Roth why she didn’t tell her that she was Mr. Murphy’s ex-wife Hero says “It changes things.”  Mrs. Roth says, “That’s why I didn’t tell you.  Because it would have changed the story for you.”  (p. 138.)  How does it change things?  Do you think Mrs. Roth was right not to tell Hero?  How would the story have been different if she had told her from the beginning?  
17.  At one point in the book, Hero and Beatrice discuss their different experiences at the new schools and Beatrice says “…you think it’s so great for me, so easy.  But it’s not.  I mean, it’s not hard the way it is for you.  But it’s still hard….Everybody’s watching you all the time, and you don’t feel like yourself anymore.”  (p. 158.)  What do you think about what Beatrice says?  Why is it so much harder for Hero?

18.  Beatrice also says “…you wouldn’t want to be me…You would hate it.  You would have to change too much about yourself.”  (p. 159.)  What does she mean by this?  Is she right?  Would you rather be more like Beatrice or more like Hero?

19.  After Hero is called to the principal’s office because of the spray-painting over the graffiti, she thinks:  “…suddenly, none of it mattered.  Danny Cordova had done this for her.”  Why do you think she feels this way?
20.  When Danny tells Hero about his mom leaving, he tells her that she left because “She got tired…you know, tired of being a mom.”  What does he mean by this?  Why does he think this?  Do you think he’s right?

21.  When they finally find the diamond, Danny takes it home with him.  Why does Hero let him do this?  Why does he send it to his mom?

22.  What is the most important mystery that they solve?  The hiding place for the diamond, the possibility that the diamond helps prove that Edward de Vere was Shakespeare, or the fact that Danny is Mrs. Roth’s grandson?
23.  Was Mrs. Roth and Danny’s relationship realistic?  Do you think Danny’s mom knew that her parents were living there when she chose where they would live?  If she did, why didn’t she tell them about each other instead of letting them see if they would meet on their own?

24.  Does Danny’s mom love him?  Why do you think she left?  Why did she send back the diamond?

25.  Is Hero’s solution of what to do with the necklace (give it to the library and have them pay off the insurance) realistic?  What do you think will happen to Mr. Murphy?

26.  At the end of the book, a girl from Hero’s class invites her over.  Hero thinks “She wasn’t sure which surprised her more:  That Tory had asked her over or that she’d been willing to go.”  (p. 233.)  Why is she surprised?  Why does Tory invite her?  Why does she want to go?

27.  This book has a lot of themes and stories:  It is about fitting in at a new school, bullying, making friends, the mystery of the diamond, the mystery of who really wrote Shakespeare’s plays, and the solved mystery that Danny is Mrs. Roth’s grandson.  Do you think there are too many stories?  Do you think the stories work together well?  Do you think it would have been a better or worse book without some of the stories?  If you were to take out a story or two, which ones would you remove?

28.  Did you like the book?  Did you think the ending(s) worked?  What was your favorite or least favorite part?

Snacks:  Cinnamon toast

  Cinnamon grahams


  Muffins (blueberry or cranberry)


  Chocolate Chip cookies


  Lemonade
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