The Homework Machine

By Dan Gutman

1. Did you like the way the story was told through interviews of all the different characters?  How did that help or hurt the story?

2. Did the writing style change for each person?

3. How much did you learn about their personalities from the four kids’ opening 
“statements”?

4. How was Brenton different from most other kids?

5. Sam says you really can’t blame the kids for what happened because their brains aren’t fully formed yet.  Should they (or any children) be held responsible for their actions?

6. Do you think homework is an important part of learning, or do you think, as Sam does, that kids should be able to relax after school?

7. Do you think a homework machine like Brenton’s is possible?  How realistic was its “evolution”?

8. Why do you think the homework machine is not a big deal to Brenton, but it is to the other children?

9. Which of the kids would you most want to be friends with and why?
10. Which of the four main characters are you most like?

11. How did keeping Belch a secret create problems for the kids with their friends?

12. Discuss the different ways each child dealt with these friendship conflicts.

13. What do you think of Brenton’s solution to war – to play a game of chess instead?

14. What would have been a better thing to do with Belch than toss it in the Grand Canyon?

