Book Discussion Questions:  Gossamer by Lois Lowry

1.  Who is the main character?  Whose story is this?

2.  [READ p.1]  Why do you think the author starts the book the way she does?

3.  The story moves between several points of view:  Littlest One and the others in her heap, Strapping the other dream-bringer, John, the woman, John’s mother.  Why do you think the author chooses to do this?  Do you think you need all of those points of view?
4.  If the author had chosen to tell the story only from the point of view of Littlest One, how would that have changed the story?  Would it have been better or worse?

5.  What do the dream-givers’ names tell us about them?  Fastidious, Strapping, Thin Ederly?

6.  The woman is concerned about being able to handle the little boy.  Why does she agree to take him on?  Is she good for him?  Is he good for her?

7.  The first time John meets Toby the dog, the dog backs away, and John acts like it is good for the dog to be afraid of him.  Is he really glad?  Why does he decide not to give the dog the biscuit?  Do you think he finally does give Toby the biscuit?  Why or why not?

8.  What kind of life did John have before he came to the woman?  How do we know about it?

9.  Why aren’t the dream-giver’s allowed to “press?”  Why do you think they can turn into sinisteeds?

10.  Why aren’t they allowed to touch living things?  Why is it okay that Littlest One touches the dog and the butterfly?

11.  Why does John threaten to run away when there is no TV?  Why doesn’t he run away?

12.  John keeps telling the old woman that his family is rich.  Is this true?  Why does he say it?

13.  What do you think John’s feelings for his Dad are?

14.  Why do the sinisteeds come to that particular house?
15.  After Littlest One and Thin Ederly give the dreams and wait past the Horde, Thin Ederly tells Littlest “we do such important work.”  Is their work important?  In what way?

16.  Why aren’t the dream-bringers permitted to love?

17.  On page 150 Littlest asks “What are we?”  [READ to end of page.]  What does this mean?  Does it make sense to you?  What do you think they are?  What is the author trying to tell us?

18.  At the end of the book, Littlest not only gets a new name and is going to get a new “placement” she also gets a new dream-bringer to train.  Why do you think she gets one when some others haven’t had one and are much older?  Do you think she is ready?

19.  The author could have told this story without the dream-bringers, although it would have been a completely different kind of story.  Why do you think she chose to create them to tell the story?  Would have liked the story better or not as much without the dream-bringers?
20.  Did you like the story?  Why or why not?  Is it like other stories you have read?  In what ways is it similar or different?

Questions written by Amy Lilien-Harper.

All quotes taken from the 2006 Yearling paperback edition of the book.
