
NUTMEG 2009 
ABOUT THE AWARD

The Nutmeg Book Award encourages students to read quali-
ty literature and to choose their favorite from ten nominat-
ed titles.  It is jointly sponsored by the Connecticut

Association of School Librarians (CASL) and the Connecticut
Library Association (CLA). The Nutmeg Selection Committees are
comprised of children’s librarians and school library media spe-
cialists.  We are pleased to present two outstanding lists of nom-
inees: one list of 10 titles targeted to intermediate readers (grades
4-6) and one list of 10 titles targeted to teen readers (grades 7-8).
We remind participants that while nominees are targeted to
grades 4-6 and 7-8 respectively, children in grades 3-9 are invit-
ed to vote and participate as their reading and interest levels
allow.  Students need not read all 10 titles to vote.  We look for-
ward to your continued involvement in the Nutmeg Book Award.

All books nominated for the award must be:
1. Works of fiction, with appeal for readers in grades 4-6

(intermediate nominees) and 7-8 (teen nominees);
2. Copyrighted in the United States and published in the five

years previous to the award year;
3. Available in paperback at the time the nominees are

announced;
4. Well-written, with strong characterization, vivid settings,

striking language, well-constructed plots, and plausible
conclusions.

Special Announcement: The 2008 Nutmeg Book Award winners
will be announced on the Nutmeg website on February 14, 2008.
Visit us at www.nutmegaward.org. 

TIMELINE
JANUARY
Readers vote in their schools or public libraries for their favorite
book to determine the NBA winners. Submit votes on the Nutmeg
website (preferred) or by mail. 
FEBRUARY
The winning books are announced!
FEBRUARY TO MARCH
Nominated NBA titles (Both the Intermediate (grades 4-6)
and the Teen (grades 7-8) awards) are announced, and
promotional materials are made available.  
FEBRUARY TO DECEMBER
Students read the Nutmeg nominees in schools and
public libraries across the state.  Schools add Nutmeg
books to summer reading lists.  Children participate in
book groups and other school and library programs.  

To volunteer to serve on a committee, to discuss financial support,
or to obtain further information, contact Heather Baker or Geri
Diorio.

Sponsored by CASL & CLA
Major Supporters: Baker and Taylor, Inc., Bound to Stay Bound
Books Inc., BWI (Book Wholesalers, Inc.), Follett Library Resources

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
2009 Steering Committee Co-Chairs
Heather Baker, Canton Public Library
40 Dyer Avenue, Canton, CT 06019 • (860) 693-5800
bakerheather@gmail.com 
Geri Diorio, The Ridgefield Library
472 Main Street, Ridgefield, CT 06877 • (203) 438-2282 x1004
GDiorio@biblio.org

2010 Selection Co-Chairs
Selection Chair Gr. 4-6
Kristen Frost, Clover Street Elementary School, Windsor
kfrost@windsorct.org
Selection Chair Gr. 7-8
Ann Marie Naples, West Hartford Public Library
anaples2000@yahoo.com
CASL Representative
David Bilmes, Schaghticoke Middle School, New Milford
CLA Representative
Gail Zeiba, Willimantic Library
Historian
Martha Simpson, Stratford Library Association
Publicity
Jennifer Doyon, Brookfield Library 
Treasurer 
Chris Wallace, Holmes School, Darien
Secretary
Bonnie Symansky, Rock Hill Elementary School, Wallingford
Website
Caitlin Augusta, Darien Library, caitlin@darienlibrary.org 
Promotional Materials
Ann Marie Lund, West Hartford Public Library 
Past Co-Chairs
Vida Lashgari, Farmington Public Library
Shannon McNeice, Sedgwick Middle School, West Hartford

2009 Nutmeg Book Selection Committees
Intermediate: Heather Baker (Chair), Canton Public Library
Jane E. Breen, West Hartford Public Libraries
Sharon Breslow, Old Mill Green Branch, Bridgeport Public Library
Cheryl Donohue, Simsbury Public Library
Kristen Frost, Clover Street Elementary School, Windsor 
Monica Gardner, Eastbury School, Glastonbury
Hannah Lerner, Avon, Student Representative 
Marjorie Petersen, East Elementary School, Torrington
Carol Randolph, Avon Public Library
Heidi Sacchitella, Glastonbury Public Library
Ben Scanlon, Sherman, Student Representative 
Erin Simmons, Scovillle Memorial Library, Salisbury
Joan Stokes, Southbury Public Library

Teen: Geri Diorio (Chair), Ridgefield Library
David Bilmes, Schaghticoke Middle School, New Milford
Geri Carley, Scott Ridge Middle School, Ridgefield
Lucretia Duwel, Stratford Library Association
Dawn Higginson, Oxford Library
Peg Inserra, East Ridge Middle School, Ridgefield
Amy Lilien-Harper, Harry Bennett Branch, Ferguson Library
Allie Mandeville, Sherman, Student Representative
Jane Moran, Newtown, Student Representative
Katherine Mostacero, Southbury Library
Casey Rondini, East Windsor Middle School
Amy Schumann, Bethel Library
Linda Williams, Connecticut State Library

Nutmeg Book Award    www.nutmegaward.org

www.nutmegaward.org
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