Escaping the Giant Wave questions

1. Name a state that has a tsunami warning center.
a. Hawaii, Alaska, California
2. True or False – In the open ocean, tsunami waves are very long and very low, virtually undetectable.

a. True.

3. In what decade did the US finally have a tsunami warning system (Seismic Sea Wave Warning System).

a. 1948 (1940s)

4. Where in the US do Hawaiian tidal waves often originate?

a. Alaska

5. True or false: There is a tsunami season

a. False

6. True or false: Tsunamis only do damage when they can travel far from the original earthquake that caused them, building height and speed

a. False.  A 1994 earthquake in the Philippines struck the nearby coast. 

7. True or false: The sound of rain is a tsunami warning sign

a. True

8. True or false: Tsunamis happen as often as earthquakes

a. False

9. Within 20 feet, how tall are the tallest tsunami waves?
a. 100 feet

10. Within 100 miles per hour, how fast are tsunami waves?

a. 600 mph

11. Besides earthquakes, what else causes tsunamis to form?

a. Volcanoes or landslides (sudden ocean movement)

12. What language does the word tsunami come from (bonus point if you know what it means

a. Japanese; tsu (harbor) nami (wave)

13. The world’s worst tsunami took place in which ocean?

a. Indian in 2004 (230,000 lives lost)

14. In which ocean do most tsunamis occur?

a. Pacific (most earthquakes + volcanoes here)

15. When are tsunami waves highest, out to sea or near the shore?

a. Near the shore

16. True or false: if you were on a boat, you might not notice a tsunami wave under you.

a. True

17. What is the most important tool in detecting tsunamis?
a. A seismograph

18. For most tsunamis, how big does an earthquake have to be to cause them? Be within 1.5 points on the Richter scale? 

a. 6.5-7.5

19. Name 1 sign a tsunami is imminent

a. Tide pulled back, recent earthquake, rushing sound, animals acting strangely, live sea animals on the beach.

20. True or false: Tidal waves are tsunamis

a. Actually false, tsunamis have nothing to do with the tides.

21. What is the top part of a wave called?
a. Crest

22. What is the bottom part of a wave called?

a. Trough

23. Do tsunamis move fastest in deep or shallow water?

a. Deep

24. Name the 2 places that most often get hit by tsunamis

a. Japan, Hawaii

25. Should you evacuate an area if a Tsunami Watch has been announced?

a. No, but stay tuned for further information.  

26. What does a Tsunami Warning mean?
a. An actual rise in water level has been detected in the Pacific.  A tsunami is probably on the way. Evacuate. 

