Nutmeg Book Discussion

The Warriors by Joseph  Bruchac
Discussion Questions – Prepared by Linda Ellen, Danbury Public Library


1. What do you think about the decision of Jake’s mother to have him leave the reservation, move to 
    Maryland, and attend a boarding school?

2. How is Jake different from the boys at Weltimore Academy? How is he the same? What about his 
    relationship to Kofi and Muhummad?

3. Even though Jake’s teammates make him feel included, he feels he doesn’t belong. Why do you 
    think he feels this way?

4. Jake thinks about the roles kids have at his school (the 3-gens, the scorers, the smart kids). From
    your experience, do kids tend to fall into categories like these at your school? Why do you think 
    this happens (or doesn’t happen)?
5. How does the American Indian way of lacrosse differ from the way it is played at the academy?

6. Describe Jake’s feelings toward his coach? How do they change as the story evolves?

7. What do you think it takes to be a good coach? a bad coach? Do you think Coach Scott was a
    good coach or a bad coach and why?
8. What does it mean to be a true warrior?

9. Listen to a quote from an interview with Joseph Bruchac (www.education.wisc.edu/ccbc/authors/bruchac.asp):
    “We need to listen to each other. We need to remember we were given two ears so we can always
     hear in more than one direction. I think we also need to remember that every human being shares
     the drumbeat of the heart. As much as we need to recognize those things that are different
     between us and celebrate our diversity, we also need to remember that we all share the heartbeat
     of the earth.”

    How does this help to explain what the themes, or main ideas are in the book?

Websites
Lacrosse: An Iroquois Tradition
www.oneida-nation.net/culture/lacrosse.html
Learn Lacrosse Basics
www.lacrosse.org/the_sport/index.phtml
About the Iroquois People
www.iroquois.net
History of the Six Nations
tuscaroras.com/pages/history/six_nations.html
Joseph Bruchac’s Home Page
www.josephbruchac.com
Scholastic Interview with Joseph Bruchac
books.scholastic.com/teachers/authorsandbooks/authorstudies/authorhome.jsp?authorID=16&displayName=
Interview%20Transcript
