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Voyage of Patience Goodspeed

Heather Vogel Frederick
Booktalk

“Absolutely, positively not!” are not the words any child wants to hear, but that is just what Patience’s father bellows at her across the breakfast table.  Patience is 13, she has just lost her mother, and her father plans to take her and her brother on a three year whaling voyage.  Patience wants to stay on Nantucket Island and study mathematics with her tutor Miss Mitchell.  She misses her mother dreadfully, and she has no wish to leave the home where memories of her mother are still strong.


But sailing day arrives and it is time to board The Morning Star. “Pride filled me in spite of myself as I caught sight of the vessel that was to be our home for the next three years.  The Morning Star was a handsome, three-masted bark, freshly painted a deep bottle green, with sails as white as Mama’s bedsheets on washing day furled neatly on the yards.  The Stars and Stripes fluttered at the peak of one of her masts.”(page 22)


Life on board a whaling ship is not easy. Her cabin is cramped, the food is bad, and two of the seamen on board are determined to cause trouble for Patience and her brother Tad.  She is assigned the task of helping the cook, but what she really wants is for her father to teach her navigation.  When the first whale is sighted, she learns how dangerous it is to catch and butcher such an enormous animal. And the smell, that she could do without! Patience is certainly smart, she is spunky, but can she save her father and brother when the crew turns mutinous?  Set sail on The Morning Star to see!

Discussion Questions

1. How would you feel if you were forced to go on a three-year voyage?  Do you think it was fair of Patience’s father to bring his children? Why did he want them to come?  What about the dangers of a long voyage; was it too dangerous for them to come?

2. How would you describe Patience?  What kind of a person is she?  Does her name fit her personality?  How does she change over the course of the novel?

3. Catching the whale is a very exciting part of the book.  How did you feel about the whale hunt and the descriptions of how the whale is butchered?  Do you know anything about the whaling industry in the 1800’s?  Would you be interested in learning more about the history of whaling and whaling today?

4. Patience receives three gifts for her 13th birthday: a kitten, a strand of pearls, and a sextant. What do each of these gifts symbolize?

5. Patience’s father, as a ship’s captain, is a very authoritative figure.  Do you think he changes toward the end of the book in his feelings and actions toward Patience and Tad?

6. Are you afraid of Binyon and Todd?  Do you think Patience should have immediately told her father about her feelings about them?

7. What do you think will happen to Patience after the book ends?

Web Sites

Heather Vogel Frederick’s web site


International Whaling Commission

http://www.heathervogelfrederick.com/index.htm

http://www.iwcoffice.org/index.htm
New Bedford Whaling museum


Mystic Seaport

http://www.whalingmuseum.org



http://www.mysticseaport.org/index.cfm
Activities

The voyage – using a globe or maps, plot the voyage of The Morning Star starting at Nantucket Island.

Being able to calculate latitude is one of Patience’s proudest skills.  She uses it to save her father and brother after they are marooned on an island.  Learn more about how to calculate latitude and longitude in The Man Who Made Time Travel by Kathryn Lasky and The Longitude Prize by Joan Dash.

Learn how a sextant works at the NOVA website 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/shackleton/navigate/escapenav.html
Charades

Act out the following scenes from the book, but use absolutely NO words to get the audience to guess which scenes you are portraying: boarding The Morning Star, Tad as a fish, the whaling expedition, cooking in the ship’s galley, the storm, the mutiny, the marooning, the navigating of the ship by Patience, saving her father and brother.

Other books you might enjoy:

The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi

Boston Jane by Jennifer Holm

Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson

The Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George Speare

The Last Silk Dress by Ann Rinaldi
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