SAHARA SPECIAL by Esme Raji Codell
Summary: How do you deal with your troubles? Sahara just got quieter and quieter and that made everyone, except her Mom, think she was a “special” student. Repeating fifth grade doesn’t make her any more talkative or outgoing even though Sahara is no longer a special needs student…nor does it give her any great hope that this year will be any better. But then again, here’s this new teacher, Miss Pointy, with her purple lipstick and eggplant-colored hair, not to mention subjects like “Time Travel”, “Puzzling” and “Mad Science”. Maybe, just maybe, Sahara will discover that she truly is special.
Characters: Sahara, Darrell, Miss Pointy, Sahara’s Mom, Paris, Rachel (Sahara’s cousin), 



Other classmates

For more than enough for an hour or a 1 ½ hour program use these Discussion questions and activities:

http://www.planetesme.com/saharadiscussion.html
If not, here are a few General questions* that prompt discussion:

· What problem, if any, is posed in the story?

· How do the characters try to solve the problem?

· How would you solve the problem?

· What is the most interesting thing about this book?

· What did you find out that you didn’t know before?

· Is there something in this story that doesn’t make sense? Why?

· What does the author do well in this book? What isn’t done very well?

· Is there a lesson to learn in this story?

· Describe one character, pretending it’s to someone who not read the book.

* If I remember correctly, I must credit Joy Beckwith (Weston Library) for sharing these questions with me. They were helpful when I first did these book discussions.

Biographical information and questions answered by the author:


http://www.planetesme.com/saharaspecial.html
Read another book by Esme Raji Codell: 

Sing a Song of Tuna Fish: hard-to-swallow stories from fifth grade  

Discussion questions and a photo of Esme from 5th grade too!

http://www.planetesme.com/tunafish.html
Esme Raji Codell’s very own web site has answers to everything you could imagine needing or wanting to know about her books and her own true self! You’ll also find lots of other interesting sites about children’s books and book related activities. So welcome to Madame Esme’s world of children’s literature: 

 “Welcome to PlanetEsme.com – a www.onderful world of children’s literature”

 
http://www.planetesme.com/index.html
