            Pictures of Hollis Woods

       by Patricia Reilly Giff
Book Talk:


It’s been one foster home after another, which usually ends up with Hollis’ running away – only to be found a few days later by Social Services.  She is sent to live with a wonderful artistic woman, but sign’s are that this situation will come to an end soon.  She remembers the last family she was with and the accident that happened which she feels “was her fault.”  Hollis must come to terms with her past and realize that making mistakes is normal.  This is a heartwarming story about the importance of family. 

Discussion Questions:

1. What do we know about the foster homes Hollis has lived in?

2. How did she get her name?

3. Why don’t Steven and his father get along? Why does Hollis think this is her fault?

4. Describe Josie’s talent, and her personality.

5. How long does Hollis get away with not going to school, when she first went to Josie’s house?

6. What was Hollis going to do at the end of the summer with the Regans?

7. Why did she run away from the Regans?

8. Why did Hollis persuade Josie to leave for Christmas, and where did they go?

9. Who was looking out for them?  How did this person know where they would be?

10. What gifts were left for them?

11. The term “picture” stands for different things in this story.  Give some examples.

Projects:

· draw a picture of your family

· Hollis tries to draw jubilant using yellows, oranges, and pinks.  Discuss the many different emotions expressed in the book.  Select appropriate colors for each emotion.

· Draw a poster of your version of the book cover

· Draw a bookmark

      Promoting the Nutmeg Books:

· Have a Nutmeg Bulletin Board with copies of the book covers and art work done by discussion group.

· Have a discussion group and serve snacks.

· Visit Grade three, four and five to promote the books in the Spring.

· Have a Nutmeg Handout with summaries and book discussion dates.

· Put the Nutmeg Candidates on your library website.
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