Discussion Questions for Once Upon a Marigold:  July 14, 2005

1.  Why does Christian run away?

2.  Why does Edric allow Christian to stay?

3.  Why do you think the search parties only come out for the two days?

4.  Why do you think Chris likes to watch Marigold’s family through the telescope?

5.  Chris has a memory of his father saying that his fairy birth gift was good luck.  Do you think the story reflects this fact?  In what ways?

6.  Marigold and Chris get to know each other through letters. How does their getting to know each other this way affect their friendship?

6.  Why does Chris go to work at the castle, when he knows he will be a servant with no access to Marigold?

7.  Why does Marigold let Chris get away with saying things that a servant should not?

8.  Why do Marigold and Chris get along so well?

9.  Do you think it is believable that it takes Marigold so long to figure out who Chris is, once he arrives at the castle?

10.  Why isn’t marigold sending out unanswered p-mails to Chris and wondering what is wrong?

11.  Why does the King allow his wife to get away with so much?

12.  Is Olympia a realistic character?

13.  Why does healing Chris break Marigold’s curse?

14.  Do you think Marigold and Christian will make a good king and queen?  Why or why not?

15.  Were you surprised when Christian turned out to be a long-lost prince?  Why or why not?

16.  How is this story like a typical fairy tale?  How is it different?  

17.  Do you think it was fate that caused Christian to run away and for Edric to find and adopt him?  

18.  Why do you think that Swithbert and Edric end up working together?  

19.  Is Edric a good parent?  Is Swithbert?  Why or why not?

20.  Why do you think the author ended the book with this paragraph:  [READ:  last paragraph of the Epilogue.]
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