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Gregor the Overlander

 
By Suzanne Collins


When Gregor falls through a grate in the


laudry room of his apartment building, he


hurtles into a dark Underland, where rats, 


bats,spiders, and cockroaches coexist 


uneasily with humans. This world is on the 


brink of war and Gregor’s arrival is no 

accident. A Prophecy foretells that Gregor has a role to play in the Underlands uncertain future. Gregor wants no part of it until he realizes it’s the only way to solve the mystery of his father’s disappearance.

“Gregor tripped out from between two smooth rock walls and landed on his hands and knees. When he raised his head, Gregor found himself looking at the largest cockroach he’d ever seen. Now, his apartment complex had some big bugs. But the creature in front of Gregor rose at least four feet in the air.

‘Beeeg bug!’ cried Boots, and Gregor managed to close his mouth.”

Discussion questions:

· Give a brief summary of the plot without telling the ending.

· Describe Gregor’s family situation before he and Boots disappear.

· Name another story where a heroine falls down into an underworld.

· Can you describe the differences between these two underworlds?

· Do you like the “royal” family members, Luxa and her cousin, Henry and the old diplomat, Vikus?

· How is two-year old Boots able to charm people and cockroaches?

· Who is against whom in the Underland conflicts? Can any party really be neutral?

· What is the Prophecy of Gray and how does it involve Gregor?

· What is Gregor’s biggest responsibility? Do you think you could do what he does?

· Who would you trust on the journey to rescue Gregor’s father? Did the villain’s identity surprise you?

· Would you recommend this book? Why or why not?

Projects

· Make a map to the Underland showing the areas belonging to each of the inhabitants.

· Make a spider mobile.

· Make a movie poster.

· Make your own cover for the book.

· Make a bookmark.

· Write a review

· Check out the website: http://suzyred.com/2005gregor.html for a great link to a Virtual Cave site and a New York City Underground site.

Promoting the Nutmeg Books

· Display color covers of all the books on a bulletin board along with information about the book.

· Have a discussion group with snacks.

· Visit schools and book talk in classes.

· Put the Nutmeg books on your library website and write a short paragraph describing each one.
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